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TASMANIAN SCHOOLS LAGGING BEHIND

By Elliott Searle

ANTI-MARRIAGE EQUALITY BILLBOARD                    
VANDALISED

yes no no response
Does support match 
your child’s need?

29% 66% 5%

Does the teacher/
school listen to your 
concerns about your 
child’s learning?

62% 35% 3%
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THE Tasmanian Disability Education 
Reform Lobby is addressing Tasmanian 
schools failing to meet adequate 
standards of support and education for 
students living with a disability.

The Tasmanian Disability Education 
Reform Lobby, founded in 2012 by 
Kristen Desmond, aims to ensure that 
all Tasmanian students living with a 
disability have equal access to a quality 
education in Tasmania. They have a 
mission statement that reads, ‘It’s time 
to fix a very broken system.’

A recent survey provided to schools 
by the lobby found that although 
respondent data was reasonably small in 
scale, it was quite clear that Tasmanian 
schools were inadequate in providing 

suitable educational outcomes for 
disabled students. 
The 2013 ‘Support for Children with 
Disabilities Survey’ was released by the 
Tasmanian Disability Education Reform 
Lobby in November 2012.

Kristen explained,“Many 
schools do provide good support for 
their students living with disability but 
unfortunately there are also a lot 
of schools that provide inadequate 
support.”

She added,“It is my belief that a large 
number of schools do not reach the 
required level of access or support 
provided for by the Disability Education 
Standards 2005.”
In Kristen’s opinion Tasmania lags 

behind the rest of the country. 
“We are the only jurisdiction that uses 
IQ as a cut off point for individualized 
funding and the cut off of 55 is the 
lowest in the country.” 

She attributes the high migration of 
families to the mainland recently is due 
to finding a school with better access to 
support. 

Kristen believes the way to improve 
standards for all students with 
disabilities is to review the way support 

is currently delivered and the funding 
opportunities currently in place.
“Look at what is working, what is not 
working and why. Once this is done 
and we engage with students, parents, 
social workers, psychologists and others 
who work with students living with 
disability about what they think would 
make the biggest difference we can 
then start to get a better picture of what 
actually needs to be done to improve the 
system.”

“Many schools do provide good 
support for their students living with 
disability but unfortunately there 
are also a lot of schools that provide 
inadequate support.”

Survey taken by The Tasmanian Disability Education Reform 
Lobby

Marriage equality advocates have 
condemned the vandalism of an anti-
marriage equality billboard in Wynyard, 
Tasmania.

Rodney Croom, National Director for 
Marriage Equality, released a statement 
in regards to the  vandalism, “I strongly 
condemn this vandalism because the 
way to achieve marriage equality is to 
build bridges within the community, not 
further polarise it.”

“Supporters of marriage equality have a 
strong case which is undermined when 

we are seen to be silencing others.” The 
Greens party released a new marriage 
equality advertisement recently, which 
was greatly welcomed by Mr Croome, 
saying it sends a message to the state 
Upper House to support reform.

“The ad highlights that support for 
marriage equality is widespread across 
the community and sends a direct 
message to State Upper House members 
that they must represent majority 
opinion by voting for the State Marriage 
Equality bill the next time it is debated.”
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