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MAGNETIC Island residents are 
worried about the sharp drop in 
tourist numbers. Extreme weather 
events including cyclones and 
temperature increases are blamed for 
the decline in travellers.

According to Tourism Queensland, 
people visiting Magnetic Island are 
down by two thousand this year 
alone. Many of those tourists have 
either bypassed the island or cancelled 
bookings due to Cyclone Ita. 

“The most recent cyclone made people a little 
frightened I think, so we have fewer people 
here than usual”.
Magnetic Island, located off the coast 
of Queensland has long been a family 
holiday destination. However, the 
trend has definitely been on the 
downward slide since 2012 and there 
does not appear to be any signs of this 
changing.

The tropical island has been hit 
recently with destructive weather and 
locals are worried this will continue 
into the future. 

Since the 1970s the island economy 
has been dependant upon tourist 
numbers. Prior to this the island 
exported pineapples and bananas but 
fruit exports steadily declined over 
the past few decades.

Large numbers of rental units remain 
empty this year and the amount of 
for sale signs are increasing further 
indicating that island occupancy rate 
is starting to wane. 

Local shop owner Jenny Appleton 
blames the decline of tourists on the 
weather. “The most recent cyclone 
made people a little frightened I 
think, so we have fewer people here 
than usual”.

Cyclone Ita was the most devastating 
cyclone to hit Queensland since 
Cyclone Yasi three years ago. Ita was, 
at its peak, a category five cyclone 
and caused a great deal of damage. 

The scale of the cyclone may have 
frightened tourists away from visiting 
Queensland and Magnetic Island.
                                                                                                                  
Climate change is another factor 
with locals saying that people are 
finding the weather too hot. Studies 
on climate change show how as time 
passes the heat has increased by a 
degree and will continue to climb. 

The increased heat waves are a major 
deterrence with visitors not taking 
too kindly to the idea of constant 
sweating and suffering from heat 
induced fatigue. 

The temperature rise also increases 
mosquito populations and risk of 
infection through disease carried by 
the blood sucking insects.

Magnetic Island may have become 
less appealing as a holiday attraction 
as the heat and concern over cyclones 
continue to increase.

Robert Edwards, owner of Magnetic 
Jet-Ski Hire worries about the decline 
in tourist numbers. “I used to rent out 
a dozen skis a day but now I’m lucky 
to hire out three or four.”

Whether Magnetic Island can retain 
its pull remains in doubt.

RESIDENTS of the small coastal town of Stanley 
are excited about the DreamWorks production cast 
and crew arriving to film. 

American media company DreamWorks, co-
founded by Steven Spielberg, have chosen the 
North-West coast town as a filming site for ‘The 
Light Between Oceans,’ by M.L Stedman. 

Locals have been commissioned to help build props 
along with construction work on the harbour and 
remodelling ships. 

Tourist numbers are expected to increase once the 
film has been released with many of the film sets 
being donated to the community. 

The film stars Michael Fassbender, Rachel Weisz 
and Alicia Vikander. Whilst the exact filming 
dates have been a well kept secret it is increasingly 
likely that the A list cast will be filming in Stanley 
between October and December. 

Stanley was chosen, according to one local resident, 
because of its lighthouse. Apparently the location 
scout for the movie had searched all over Australia 
for the perfect lighthouse and found it in Stanley. 

“He said he couldn’t believe nobody had filmed 
a major movie here before,” local resident Sam 
Humphries said.

Sam and his wife Louise own several local Bed and 
Breakfasts and have been negotiating letting out 
their accommodation to the film crew. “I hope I get 
Jack Thompson,” Louise said.  
 
The Australian actor has a small role in the movie 
and will be arriving in Stanley shortly.

Stanley residents are expected to make full use of 
the project to bolster their reputation and use the 
project for economic gain. Having DreamWorks 
come to town is a gift the locals have longed wished 
for and now their dreams have come true. 
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“He said he couldn’t believe 
nobody had filmed a major 
movie here before.”

Jet-skiing was once a popular sport on Magnetic Island
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