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A NEW BEGINNING
A    new beginning. It’s 

something we all pine 
after at times, that dream of 
escaping from your mundane 
life and going somewhere 
new, doing something new, 
meeting somebody new. Of 
course that unfortunately is 
incredibly rarely an option, 
and we are left to just push 
on through the pain and 
put up with an average life. 
If you, like me, are simply 
bored with your life, if you’ve 
lost all passion for the very 

things that used to motivate 
you, it is without doubt time 
for a change. Of course we 
can’t all get on a plane and go 
off to some far away exotic 
destination, or even just take 
a month off to catch up on 
your enormous reading wish 
list; but there are things we 
can shake up. They are small 
things that  really are not 
very important to anybody 
other than yourself, but hey, 
why not try to make things 
interesting again? Don’t 
always go for the safe option; 

do something with a bit of 
risk for once? Wear that top 
you look just a little bit too 
good in? Or that dress that 
you love but everybody else 
hates? Give yourself a little 
bit of time to just ponder the 
mysteries of the universe, as 
you stroke your imaginary 
(or not imaginary) beard. 
It is incredible how much 
better you can feel if you 
genuinely look at your life in 
the scheme of the universe, 
but there are good ways to 

do it, and bad ways. If you 
go all pessimistic it will just 
make you feel worse, be 
careful with that one. Do 
exactly what you feel like 
doing, but only up to a point, 
if you are extremely bored 
and upset with your life, and 
feel like jumping off a bridge, 
don’t do that, I’m just saying 
if you want to eat a whole tub 
of ice-cream, go for your life, 
if getting fit will genuinely 
make you happy, then do 
that. I think the secret is to 
be accountable for what you 

do, look at every action and 
make sure you are being 
who you want to be, and be 
certain you are doing what 
you want to be doing. If you 
hate your job, look at the 
positives about it and make 
them more prominent in 
your thoughts about work, 
if only until you can look for 
something just a little bit 
better. It can seem beyond 
impossible to make your 
life seem more exciting, 
without actually being able 
to change everything, but 
truly a changed perspective 
can make all the difference. 
In my extensive experience 
(a whole 17 years of it) 
sometimes people get 
addicted to a kind of sadness, 
it is true. Sometimes we give 
up and wallow in self-pity 
and constantly envelope 
ourselves in a cloud of 
supressed despair. It’s 
difficult to say “Hey, no. I do 
actually want to be happy, 
I’m going to make that 
happen.” But really we just 
need to toughen up and do 
it. Life is a wonderful thing, 
if you look at it in a certain 
light, so why not enjoy it? 
You can’t give me any reason 
at all can you? Wonderful. Go 
and live an extraordinary life, 
even if you can’t change it 
from an average one.

“Go and live an 
extraordinary life, even 

if you can’t change it 
from an average one.”



 

Khezia Chalwe, 16 year old art student is inspiring fellow students and teachers 
alike with the quality and depth of not only her painted work, but also her written 
word. Khezia’s delicate and emotional approach to her artwork is both beautiful 
and somewhat eerie. Some of her most gripping work addresses themes that 
at their mildest can be confronting. This young girl doesn’t shy from the harsh 

reality of her topics and can make a reader truly experience her scenes.  

Continued - Page 4
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Spotlight:
KHEZIA CHALWE



What inspires you to create such dramatic and emotional 
pieces?

“I love drawing. It feels as though I’m in a different place. 
it’s relaxing, it’s my stress buster. Charcoal is dramatic I 
guess, I like using it because it makes things bold. I can 
just throw myself into the painting; I have to physically 
use my hands. I don’t think at all when I’m writing or 
painting, it’s a nice break. I like to write because I’m good 
at it.”

 She said laughing sarcastically towards the end of her 
comment. 

Do you identify with any of your written work, or is it 
purely theoretical? 

“Depends. It’s a lot of what I think. I like to read books 
that make me think, that use different kinds of language. 
I guess I like to write like what I want to read.”

Have you ever experienced any of the darker situations 
you write about?

 “I’ve never been homeless or anything, but I’ve read 
about and heard about what it’s like. The smells, the 
sounds… What it must be like to have nowhere to go.”

at the start of my art course I was motivated but when it started to 
become about getting a good grade, I kind of lost my passion for it. But 
I’ve recently fallen in love with art again. 

“Also like when you’re drawing, it’s good to step back and put it away 
for a few hours at least. Sometimes when you’ve been drawing for hours 
you stop seeing it for what it is. I like to put it away to see it properly. I 
find it’s the same for writing; if I put something away for a week, I can 
look at it like somebody who didn’t write it.”

 Khez commented briefly on many aspects as we discussed her 
techniques and influences, one statement basically sums up who she 
is an artist. “I like to work with blacks and whites. It’s simpler, more 
dramatic and less can go wrong. It’s so easy to get the wrong colour. Just 
black, white, and grey.” 

Khezia, like all students in high school, is facing questions and 
situations that could determine potential career opportunities. Taking 
subjects mostly angled towards a career in medicine is not normally 

Khezia’s art course this year 
demanded a portfolio of work 
within her choice of theme. 
After weeks of deliberation 
Khez, as she is known to her 
friends, settled upon the idea of 
painting high contrast images 
of celebrities. However, she was 
told the Tasmanian Qualification 
Authority (TQA), which would 
be assessing her work, frowned 
upon the use of subjects not 
personally known to the student. 
Bearing this in mind Khezia 
adjusted her theme so she was 
instead using candid shots of 
herself and friends. She went 
around with nothing but the 
camera in her iPhone capturing 
images of her friends at random. 
She also confessed to stealing a 
couple of Facebook profiles to 
add to her collection.  

An interview with Khezia was 
conducted by Reverie which 
yielded fascinating insight into 
the mind behind such works of 
art. Not only does Khez paint 
and draw in a beautiful fashion, 
she also has the skill to write 
with such passion and subtlety, 
creating environments and 
scenarios a reader could simply 
step into. 

Khezia chatted for a while about 
aspects of her course, art work 
and writing this year. At one 
point, Khez’s voice takes on a 
thoughtful note. 

“When you start doing 
something to show people you’re 
talented, it stops being fun. Like 

Q & A
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considered to go well with art and writing. The struggle to retain both 
her interests is a big one.  

At times throughout the interview Khezia was speaking as if from a 
different place, just imagining herself creating her work. There is no 
question in my mind that this girl has the potential to go far, and we 
will be following her carefully in the months and years to come. 

 Your art has a dramatic effect, would you say the pure 
blacks and whites you favour signify simplicity and clarity, 
or hidden depths and imperfections? 

“I think that like… It’s very minimal and it shows the 
shadows can change how a picture is perceived. Before I put 
them in high contrast they are so simple and normal but 
afterwards with the thick black paint, it changes it. Suddenly 
a picture of a pretty girl becomes very eerie or ugly. But 
sometimes in a beautiful way.”

What would you say is your favourite piece of written work? 

Khezia struggled to find a favourite and rummaged through 
all her orderly documents on the desktop beside, her 
deciding upon various works before settling with one, it is 
yet to be titled, Khezia explains its origins and concepts.

“It’s about a book I read by one of my favourite authors, 
Laurie Hallse Anderson, called Speak. It’s about a girl who 
gets raped. She doesn’t tell anyone, she just stops speaking. 
She just lives with this secret… My poem is about a girl, 
similar, nobody notices and she tries to be normal. She is 
trapped in her own personal hell and doesn’t know who to 
speak to, but she needs to speak.” 

“When I was a real girl I 
saw beauty in everything. In 
everyone. In myself. My eyes 
are broken though. They tell 
me control is deadly. Maybe 
they’re right? I imagine telling 

them the truth, my words 
running through them like italic 
swords, uppercase ammunition. 
I’m fighting a losing battle.” – 

Khezia Chalwe, when girls die.

Q & A

Lana Del Rey, (Vocalist) support-
ing peice in Khezia’s Portfolio. 

Lana Del Rey
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“Surrounded by crater smiles. She falls again. And again. Diving into the white 
noise. Like the night, when the steady buzz of a liquid thrill, coursed through 
her veins and made her weightless. Flawless. Fearless. But now she knows what 

happens in the absence of fear.” 
Khezia Chalwe, Surviving between dreamers and stargazers
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GAP YEAR
INSPIRATION

Rome Paris
City of passion and food. The culture 
this city has to offer is unbelievable. 
Just like the weight you could so easily 
gain living off their country’s famous 
cuisine. The pizza and pasta is truly 
even better than you had imagined. 
Everybody treats you like a long lost 
relative, they are loud and busy but also 
kind and generous. 

City of love. Paris is on the to do list 
of thousands of people world wide. 
Why not tick it off? Be young and 
spontaneous in one of the worlds most 
famous cities. See the Eiffel Tower and 
go to Disney land Paris? Romance lurks 
around every corner, just standng on 
the cobbled streets, can make you feel 
like the star of a Hollywood Romance. 

Colosseum, Rome.

Trevi Fountain, Rome.

Disney Land, Paris. 

Eiffel Tower, Paris.
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Japan Vietnam

GAP YEAR
INSPIRATION

A country of never ending marvels. 
From cities nestled peacefully into the 
bases of mountains, to cities holding 
more than the entire population of 
Australia, Japan has a place you will 
love. The never ending kindness of 
its people and the amazing food will 
ensure you never want to leave. If 
you have some of the language repare 
yourself for an amazing learning 
experience. And if you don’t be 
prepared to be bombarded with english 
students wanting to try their stuff. Its 
impossible not to love the culture and 
history Japan has to offer. As well as 
its reputation for temples and shrines, 
there you will find opportunity for 
some amazing thrills, from white water 
rafting to skiing, Japan has it all. 

Culturally rich and visually beautiful 
the options for a gap year here are 
endless. Volunteer with any of the 
many organisations based here to help 
local people improve their lives, or 
work at animal reserves. Or just kick 
back and be pampered in the easily 
affordable accomodation. Why not 
check it out?

Ho Chi Mhin Residence-Hanoi

Kochi Castle
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