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Her expressive command over design 
started when she was ten years old. 
She had taken old tea towels from her 
cupboard and made them into a bag. “I 
took the bag everywhere,” she said. She 
carried the bag around for weeks before 
her grandmother bought her a sewing 
machine; she got into design from there.

The fashion industry has such a broad 
range when it comes to style and like 
everyone, Emily has been working, 
moulding and defi ning her own style 
over the years, which has introduced 
her to the popular scene of eclectic 
fashion. Eclectic style is hard to defi ne, 
as it is usually just ‘a bit of this and a 
bit of that’ thrown together. However 
her personal eclectic style can be 
described as contemporary meets 
mission.
The eclectic design defi nition is 
generally acknowledged as a mix 
of different styles that hone in on a 
persons individualized look. Along with 
her many other fashion styles, Emily 
adds vintage to that look as well. 
Her style comes from the infl uence 
of Couture designer Coco Channel, 
a woman who has infl uenced many 
designers and fashionistas’ over the 
years.

ver the centuries, fashion 
has played a major role in 
peoples’ lives. It’s a part of 
our combined history and will 

be forever making history. People are 
infl uenced by the world of design and 
seventeen year old Emily Mackrill is no 
exception to this.
The fashion industry has captivated 
Emily from an early age and she has 
been creating, designing and shaping 
fabrics into wearable and functioning 
pieces of work.

Emily reveals that her style has changed 
a lot since she was young.“In grade 
eight my style was very generic and 
boring.” Her style has evolved since 
then and is inspired a lot by the earth 
and her surroundings. “What I like 
about my style of fashion is that it’s 
just a bit different, a little bit out there.” 
Eclectic fashion – when style can’t be 
defi ned.
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It’s not only eclectic clothing style 
that’s taking the fashion industry by 
storm but also eclectic interior design. 
Emily’s own clothing style has been 
converged with the style of her room 
in the same eclectic fashion. Eclectic 
interior design isn’t about devising a 
mix of styles in one room; it’s about a 
person who likes more than one style 
and fi nding the right balance to fi t the 
room. This is what Emily has done 
with her room. Her room is mix of lofty 
meets vintage, which just matches her 
style perfectly. It’s all typewriters and 
cameras.

She made these from the keys from old 
computer keyboards. She would make 
words out of the letters like Dream or 
Imagine then tie them onto a piece of 
string to make a bracelet. Emily would 
sell her bracelets to friends and people 
at school for around ten dollars. Emily’s 
bracelets ended up being sold in a store.

Emily’s fl air and experimental designs 
assist with the innovation of her creative 
pieces. Emily likes to experiment with 
her designs when she makes her skirts 
and garments. “I just play around, I 
never use patterns or things like that.” 
She says. Part of the reason for this is 
that she doesn’t like big projects “I don’t 
like making things that take long periods 
of time.

A girl in Emily’s grade saw the bracelets 
and showed them to her mother who 
owned the shop.

Some of the other things she makes 
other than articles of clothing are 
keyboard bracelets; patchwork 
cushions and quilts, knitted scarfs and 
other items. Emily goes through phases 
when making her products. Her last big 
phase was her keyboard bracelets.

Emily also makes sustainable and 
recycled fashion by buying used 
materials. Emily fi nds her materials in 
various places like the tip shop, garage 
sales, St Vincent de Paul’s second hand 
clothing store; she even gets some of 
her material from her grandmother.
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“The things at the tip shop are really 
cheap and in good condition, just 
second hand things.” You can fi nd 
sources of materials from anywhere, 
like Emily does; you just have to know 
where to look. Emily is always looking 
for things to change and alter, which 
comes from the inspiration she gets 
form Frankie Magazine and Peppermint 
Magazine and online craft websites like 
Pintrest.

Fashion blogging has always been 
popular and having a blog in today’s 
society is an important thing to own 
and maintain, as it can be a source 
for connection and communication 
with other users.  Emily has been 
blogging on Tumblr; a highly popular 
website used mainly by the younger 
demographic to post pictures, videos, 
audio, quotes, links and to interact with 
other bloggers with the same interests. 
The name of Emily’s blog is: 

Emily also used social media to sell the 
things she makes. She did this through 
a page she created on Facebook. 
The importance of social media to 
reach a broad audience should not be 
underestimated. Blogging is big in the 
fashion industry as it is a great way for

c-e-r-e-m-o-n-i-a-l-s.tumblr.com and 
this is her personal blog where she 
posts pictures that interest and inspire 
her.
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IT HAD A 

NAME BUT 

I CAN’T 

RECALL IT 

small tag with it. “It had 
a name on it but I can’t 
remember what it was 
called.”

Emily has been on the 
career path into science 
for the past few years 
but does have doubts 
as to pursue this fi eld 
because fashion design 
and craft have always 
been a big part of her life. 
The thought of owning 
her own store is enticing 
enough but nobody knows 
what the future holds, 
Emily may just be a 
designer yet.

online retailers to create 
regular and relevant 
fashion content for 
their website. A large 
percentage of blogs on 
Tumblr are fashion blogs. 
These blogs are highly 
popular with users as they 
get inspiration for their 
own style from the photos 
the blogger posts.

Emily’s brand is called the 
Sequined Rabbit but she 
is thinking of changing it. 
With all the things Emily 
makes, when she sells 
them she puts a tag with
the item, which she feels

Some of the top fashion 
blogs include:
1.Eclectic jewelry and   
   fashion
2.The Sartorialist
3.Fashion toast
4.Frugal Fashionista
5.Goop
6.Fashionista
7.The Cherry Blossom Girl
8.Jezebel
9.GoFugYourself
10.Omiru

personalises it.
One birthday gift for 
a friend was a sting of 
hearts which read ‘The 
Sequined Rabbit, ‘hearts 
gives it a personalised 
touch. in love’ – garland, 
handcrafted my Emily 
Mackrill.’ Another tag had 
a quote “I was waiting 
for the longest time,” 
she said. “I thought you 
forgot.” “It is hard to 
forget” I said, “when there 
is such an empty space 
when you are gone.” – 
Brian Andreas. These tags 
add uniqueness to Emily’s 
craft. Emily once made 
her sister a skirt and put a
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 it’s 

about 

being 

true to 

yourself

timeless and classy and not looking 
like you’ve just stepped out of a time 
machine. Eclectic fashion is not just 
restricted to women though. Men play 
a big part in the eclectic scene and are 
just as daring as women when making a 
statement. There are so many different 
looks with eclectic fashion and you 
can really do almost anything whether 
it’s wearing an old style dress with 
fashionable heels or combining a tweed 
blazer with a jumpsuit and some vintage 
jewellery.

A big thing with eclectic style is that it’s 
not just about the clothing; it’s also about 
the personality. Eclectic style is all about 
knowing and being true to yourself and 
connecting with your inner child. People 
who have eclectic style usually have a 
personality to match. They don’t tend to 
worry about the latest fashion trends; 
they stick to their style by incorporating 
it with their interests. They are their 
own person and try to be as authentic as 
possible by not copying the behaviour of 
people around them.

clectic style fashion is huge 
in today’s fashion scene and 
infl uences a lot of people 
including top couture designers 
who usually follow trends of 

eclectic fashion. Eclectic style means 
pulling from a variety of different sources

So it doesn’t matter how you wear it, as 
long as you have the ability to mix and 
match styles in a timeless and elegant 
fashion.

and combining them into a unique style 
that is all your own. Eclectic fashion lets 
an individual explore and experiment with 
clothing in a creative way that pushes the

boundaries of what is seen as 
conventional fashion into something that 
can be called unique and is your own 
personal style.
Eclectic fashion is very vintage inspired 
but it doesn’t mean that you have to wear 
vintage, it’s is about being able to appear
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