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Making Waves
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A 
local band from the North-West Coast of Tasmania is breaking the norm of traditional rock ‘n’ roll 
bands and cementing itself in its genre of choice, Heavy Metal. Th e Heavy Metal scene has been around 
for a while now but was seen as a genre that appealed to an older generation. However an increasing 
amount of young people are getting into the metal scene. ‘Escape From Ocean Avenue’ (EFOA) is a 
fi ve piece Deathcore act consisting of 5 members; vocalist Liam Harman, guitarists Jye Seymour and 

Taelyn Male, bassist Bronson Kelleher and drummer Connor Doherty. Th e band 
has had to face enormous adversity to fi t in with people outside the metal scene 
because metal is a genre that usually attracts a smaller audience.
Th e band was recently runners-up in the North West heat of the Tasmanian Rock 
Challenge, showing that adversity to this musical style is slowly changing and 

people are starting to appreciate Metal. 
 “I got into Metal initially when I was 11 and started getting into the sort of Metal that 
we play (Deathcore) when I was about 13,” drummer Connnor Doherty said.  Gigs are also 
on the up as well. “Th ere is a gig on every month or so in Hobart, Launceston and Burnie,” 
Bronson Kelleher added. “We had a gig not long ago this month with Anguish, Ruin Of Gia, 
Whispers and Aestemortal.” 
 Th e band is also gaining respect at its local school with students wanting to listen to 
their music. Band members agreed that the Tasmanian music scene was getting better and 
people were willing to put on Metal gigs. “Th e Tassie music scene isn’t too bad seeing as there 
a lot of people out there who work hard to make opportunities for metal bands and the people 
who listen to them,” Connor said.

Another North West band 
‘Anguish’ has been on the local 
Metal scene from early 2009 and 

drummer Sabian Lynch says it hasn’t always been an uphill battle. 
“Metal has always been popular to the select few bunch, the variety and sub 
genres have changed a lot but it’ll always have its popular side. Th ere is always 
going to be that loyal fan base.” 
Sabian also noted that, although the Tasmanian music scene had a few supporters, 
most people simply had no clue when it came to supporting the sub genre of 
Metal. “Th ere’s a few select people doing awesome things for it (the Tasmanian 
music scene). Th ere’s gigs on all the time with mainland and local acts, but as for 
a few other select people who consider themselves high in the music scene, there 
are a few who simply have no clue on how to support it.” 

““Tassie music scene isn’t Tassie music scene isn’t 
too bad seeing as there too bad seeing as there 
are a lot of people out are a lot of people out 
there who work hard.”there who work hard.”
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Up and coming Tasmanian band Aft er Sunset has 
experienced great success in just the short year they 
have been together. Tuned sat down with singer 
Kayden Farrow and lead guitarist Bradley Cable 
and talked about how the band never thought they 
would be doing so much so soon. 
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Aft er Sunset formed during a school band trip in 
August of 2011 aft er throwing some ideas around 
between four friends.  Lead singer Kayden Farrow 
and lead guitarist Bradley Cable had already been 
playing acoustic material since late 2009 and 
thought it was time to branch out and form a rock 
band. “I got sick of doing gigs with Brad,” Kayden 
said jokingly. “I wanted to get a band together. I 
still enjoy the acoustic scene, brings me back to the 

quiet, musical side of me,” he added. 
Th e boys’ idea was to play at their local North West 
schools ‘Battle of the Bands’ competition with 
the hope of competing in the Tasmanian Rock 
Challenge the following year. 
“Kayden and I already competed in the acoustic 
section of the Tasmanian Rock Challenge last year 
and placed second in Tasmania so we thought this 

year we would see how we go all rocked up,” Bradley 
laughed. 
During the September school holidays, the boys 
brainstormed ideas on what songs to perform at the 
school-based competition of Battle of the Bands. Two 
songs were decided upon: ‘Jetlag,’ by Simple Plan and 
‘Shadow of the Day’, by Linkin Park. 
“Jetlag was really big at the time and Kayden sounded 
like the singer so we went with that,” Bradley said.

“Kayden wanted to pick the second song so he chose 
‘Shadow of the Day’. ” 
Aft er rehearsing for two weeks they won their school 
competition only to have another competition 
sprung on them: the Battle Of Th e Bands at the 
Wynard Tulip Festival. Other, more established bands 
were playing there such as good friends Ursine and 
Attic Owls. Aft er receiving a warm reception from 

“It was a great and fun experience that 
really boosted our confi dence”
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the school the boys decided to test their luck. Within 
two short weeks, the boys went from forming a band 
to winning their fi rst competition–playing ‘Jetlag’ 
again and ‘Brick by Boring Brick’ by Paramore. 
Aft er Sunset would go on to win the major cash prize 
of $500 at the Wynyard Tulip Festival. 
“We honestly never expected to win that,” Bradley 
said. “It was a great and fun experience that really 
boosted our confi dence.” 
Th e next thing for the band was to write their own 
original music. “Original music is something that 
came relatively easy to us,” Bradley said. “We drew 
on infl uences from bands such as All Time Low, Fall 
Out Boy and Paramore, all bands we look up to.” 
Aft er three weeks of practising and recording, 
‘Forever Sorry’ was eventually released on the band’s 
Facebook page and on Triple J. 
“It’s a love song about losing someone close to you 
because of the way you acted around them and 
treated them,” Kayden said. 
Th e song quickly rose through the ranks on the 
Triple J Unearthed website. 
“I think when we put the song up we got up into the 

top 100 on the overall chart,” Bradley said. 
“Actually just a couple of weeks ago we were 
number 1 on the rock charts and number 42 overall’ 
“Just shows all our Facebook spam paid off ,” Bradley 
joked. 
Th e band fi nished 2011 practising covers and writing 
new music with a mission in 2012 to release a 5-track 
EP by the end of the year. 
Th eir fi rst real ‘gig’ came in April 2012 when two 
performances were locked in two weekends in a 
row. Th e fi rst was to launch National Youth Week 
in Tasmania and another to launch the opening of a 
new mural painted by a local graffi  ti artist in Burnie. 
“Both of those gigs were really good...a few people 
turned up to both which was good,” Bradley said.
Th e boys then turned their focus to the 2012 
Tasmanian Rock Challenge, the event that brought 
them together in the fi rst place.  
“We were fairly confi dent going into the heat...we had 
beaten the other bands before,” Kayden said. 
Aft er a solid performance the boys failed to place. 
“Of course we were pretty gutted but all the other 
bands had improved since last year and they really 
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Th e boys also said that they played with their good 
friends Ursine and Attic Owls, both who they 
played against at the Wynyard Tulip Festival and at 
the Tasmanian Rock Challenge play off s.  
Th e band is looking forward to competing in the 
Wynyard Tulip Festival’s Battle of the Bands for a 
second year running and hope they can take out 
fi rst place again as well as playing at various local 
gigs. 

Th e self titled EP, Aft er Sunset will be available for 
iTunes download on the 31st of October, 2012. For 
now, Aft er Sunset has surpassed any expectations 
they put on the band and those of other people such 
as teachers and friends. 
“We are all going to move away together once we all 
fi nish college and hope we can make something of 
our future with the band,” Kayden said.    

“I think when we put the song up we got 
up into the top 100 on the overall chart”

deserved the win,” Bradley said. 
Th e band recently fi nished recording their 5-track EP 
at the recording studio at the Launceston TAFE with 
friend, fellow musician and sound diploma student 
Matthew Randall. 
“Yeah we are really happy with the result. It was 
a very long and tedious process though,” laughed 
Bradley. 

Th e boys informed us that they recently played a 
gig in Burnie, North West Tasmania on the 21st of 
September at the Burnie Anglican Church. Th e gig 
was in conjunction with the Burnie City Council 
and a company called Unconsecrated Bookings and 
Promotions and was put on the last day of the school 
holidays. ‘Holiday Hulabaloo’ saw around 100 local 
Burnie kids rock up to the Church and see out their 
holidays in style. 
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Friday the 21st of September provided us ‘gig lovers’ 
with a page out of our favourite book. Titled ‘Holiday 
Hulabaloo’, the local line up was one to tantalise 
everyone’s taste buds. Th e bands playing included; 
Attic Owls (Indie Rock, head line act), Ursine (Indie 
Rock), Aft er sunset (Pop-alternative rock-Also the 
feature for this month’s issue of Tuned), Jaw (Punk-
Hard-core), Harrison Osbourne (Acoustic), Escape 
From Ocean Avenue (Deathcore) and Alpha Wolf 
(Hardcore).  

Th e sweet and soft  mood was set from the start with 
an acoustic set from Harrison Osbourne who is also 
the lead singer for indie rock band, Ursine. Th at 
mood was short lived with the next band up, Escape 
From Ocean Avenue. Death metal - love it or hate it; 
but as the majority of the crowd were metal heads, 
they loved it! Body parts were fl inging all over the 

Performances: 4/5
Venue: 4/5

Sound: 3/5

Change-over time: 4/5
Crowd: 4/5

OVERALL:  3.8/5

place, mosh pits were formed and overall enjoyment 
for the performance was shared. 

But we were all here for the main event, the 
headliners, Attic owls. Th is three-piece, indie-rock 
band formed in 2011 and draw from infl uences like 
Th e Kooks, Artic Monkeys and the Kings of Leon. 
It was quite obvious that 90% of the crowd were 
there to support Attic owls and didn’t they let them 
know about it. Everybody was up in the bands face 
for their whole set and they delivered a noteworthy 
performance that was both tight and entertaining. 
Th e only disappointment at the gig was the lack 
of food and drink available and I thought that, 
being supported by the YMCAB, part of the Burnie 
Council, these things would have been taken care 
of. Overall a very entertaining gig and one that the 
YMCAB should try and continue into the future.  

Bandlover101-Super Reviewer
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