
The Rise of Alternative Media
Ever thought you aren’t getting the full story? Is there something 
not quite right about what you’ve seen or read in the news? Perhaps  
there might be more to the story than is actually reported?  Well, 
don’t panic, it’s not a conspiracy theory. Not a deliberate one 
anyway.

Often we don’t get the full facts.  There are reasons, often economic 
ones, that mean we don’t get all the information we need to make 
an informed decision.
•	 The media filter stories and will only present what they believe 

their audience wants to read.
•	 The media have to avoid upsetting advertisers
•	 The person or company who own the media generally push 

their own agenda. 

Luckily with the internet being so ubiquitous there are now a variety 
of ways to access the news. Hence the rise of alternative media.  
 
The alternative media is a threat to mainstream media because 
it questions more, investigates more and generally is unafraid 
to report the truth. The media is called the Fourth Estate, which 
means their role is to hold public figures accountable for their 
actions. There has been little of that though as the media follows 
the well worn celebrity gossip, sport and soft news options. 

Al Jeezera is one of the first recent news organisations that has 
presented alternative views to that of mainstream media. Never 
heard of it? That is not surprising as you won’t find it on any 
public or government channels in Australia. However, you can 
get it on the internet. Al Jeezera is an Arab run news agency that 
reports news from the Middle East perspective. The war in Iraq, 
the fall of Gaddaffi, uprising in the Middle East are told from the 
skewed perspective of the West. When the people involved in 
civil wars and disputes can access the media and tell their story, 
a very different truth emerges and a more accurate evaluation of 
the true cost of war emerges. 

Watch or read  the following alternative 
media sources:

Al Jeezera 
Prison Planet 
RT Programs 
Crikey 
Truthdig 
Max Keiser

Activity

Research the rise of Adbusters and their role in 
subverting advertising 
What are some of the dangers of alternative media?
Why might news organisations be threatened by them? 
In what way do they challenge mainstream media 
opinion?  
Compare a story written in a mainstream newspaper to 
one in alternative media. Note the differences.

Adbusters was one of the first magazines to challenge the public perception 
of consumer driven societies. 


