
Essay 1:  The question is asking you to discuss broadsheet newspapers and specifically how a 
journalist reports and writes a story. 

In your introduction you need to state what a broadsheet newspaper is. You will find the definition of 
a broadsheet in your media textbook. Then you need to outline why it is important that papers be seen 
to be non-biased and accurate.  

In the supporting paragraphs you need to take examples from actual broadsheets, whether they are 
online or in print. You need to discuss the Who, What, Where, When and Why and how this is used 
to report a story. 

• Discuss why it is important for newspapers to be accurate. How else are we to get our news?  
• What sort of role to journalists play in a democracy? 
• What is the purpose of news? 
• What are the consequences of inaccurate journalism?  
• How can we make informed decisions if the journalism in inaccurate. What are the 

consequences for bad reporting? 
• Are the pressures on journalists and newspapers in reporting news?  

Finally, summarise your points and conclude whether journalists satisfy the requirements of reporting 
fairly and without bias.  

Research: You can look at the current media enquiry that is being undertaken by the Australian 
government to make newspapers more accountable. 

Also, watch some of the Click View videos on newspapers. 

Essay 2 
Introduce this essay by describing what TV news actually is. For example, a commercial TV 
production compared to non-commercial like ABC and SBS. Discuss the format and how it is 
divided into chunks. Discuss anchor people and their importance. Talk about how news is meant 
to act as a watchdog on government and private corporations as well as reporting general interest. 
Discuss whether commercial and private interests dictate what is shown on the news.  

Argue whether it is ok for TV news to be entertainment or whether people are manipulated 
because they are not told the full story. 

Research: Read your media book about television news.  Read through the handout you 
downloaded from the pdf’s that I put on the blog. 

Essay 3 
This is a comparative essay between two formats print and online. You need to discuss the 
differences between the two. Look at how multimedia including videos, hyperlinks, social media, 
slideshows and readers comments adds to the online experience of news.  



Look at how a lot of material is sourced from other agencies meaning less journalists working in 
news rooms. What are the consequences for news gathering if there are no print newspapers? Will 
anyone care because new technology like Kindles, Ipads and mobile phones make news accessible 
from anywhere at any time.  

Argue whether there is still a place for print news in today’s society.  

Research: Read your media book about online media as well as the digital vs print handout which 
you can download from my blog. 

 

 

 


