
The Marist Regional College li-
brary has seen its fair share of 
vandalism, theft and unusual 
behaviour from students in the 
past two years, with the librari-
ans recalling several incidents in 
particular. 

The library is a resource for stu-
dents to use for their own needs 
and benefits. It’s a great means 
of information and resources for 
both students and staff mem-
bers. Though, it seems to come 
with its own distractions and cri-
minal actions.

The library is known for its sup-
port of new movies or days of 
the year and they decorate the 
library in whatever theme is cur-
rent. 2010 saw the year of Twi-
light, and to celebrate its release 
there were decorations placed, 
with one main feature, that 
suffered theft, disfiguring and 
dismantling. A cardboard cut-
out of the Twilight star Edward 
Cullen (Robert Pattinson) lasted 
only weeks before disappearing 
from the display and being ta-
ken away by Senior students wi-
thin the College. 

After library staff fought for the 
cardboard cut-outs return. It 
was returned that day graffit-

ied with inappropriate pictures 
and be-headed. Library staff 
were devastated by the incident 
and the level of vandalism that 
had been reached. One staff 
member even stating “we were 
solely disappointed” when as-
ked about the encounter. Mrs 
Bracken, a library staff member, 
also admitted they now have to 
chain figurines to poles in order 
to prevent a repeat.
Ms Woodberry, head of libra-
ry, wouldn’t make an official 
comment in the first interview, 
but she told of the disappoint-
ment she felt when Edward was 
brought back in such a state, and 
that they were left with no other 
option but to throw him out as 
the damage was too much and 
too tasteless graffiti. 

Other less serious instances of 
graffiti and mistreatment of li-
brary property includes studen-
ts throwing books out of the 
second storey library windows 
at other students and teachers 
walking below, and pages are 
torn out or ripped from the 
books binding and left scattered 
o the floor or in the bin, ruining 
the quality the lib rary staff do 

their best to uphold. “It’s just 
the lack of respect only a few 
students have” Bracken said, 
acknowledging that not all stu-
dents are responsible for the ill-
treatment, and they‘re not the 
ones who should be punished 
for others‘ actions.

Since incidents such as students 
stealing books occurred, a secu-
rity system has been put in place 
that triggers an alarm as books 
are taken from the library wit-
hout being ‘checked out’, much 
the same occurs if cardboard 
cut-outs or posters are taken out 
of library doors in hope to redu-
ce the amount of offences. 
Graffiti is controlled by monito-
ring students and their actions 
around the library. 
The staff of the College hope to 
see a decrease in vandalism and 
theft, and will continue to do as 
much as possible to put an end 
to the inappropriate behaviours 
of students.
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