
Crazy driving at MRC Local News  

Early Friday morning stu-
dents from Marist Regional 
College were horrified to 
witness the reckless driving 
of a fellow student. The 
female driver of the vehicle 
came close to causing a fatal 
collision. Two cars were hea-
ding up the Marist driveway 
when the first car stopped to 
give way and the following 
car erratically overtook into 
oncoming traffic. 

Brittany McLaren, the driver 
of the other car had stopped 
to give way when the car be-
hind her recklessly overtook. 
‘’I stopped to give way and al-
most instantly she negligent-
ly overtook me. It was care-
less and she gave no thought 
to any oncoming traffic’’.     
 ‘’I had two other people in 
my car and they were both 
frightened and angry about 
what had happened’’, said 
Brittany.        
This is not the first time that 
the college has been involved 
in dangerous driving. Other 
incidents have occurred and 
members from the public 
have reported them to the 
school. Students are clearly 
identified by their uniform so 
the public can get involved 
reporting irresponsible dri-
ving.
Further to this teachers have 
also been involved in inci-
dents including a student 
erratically pulling out in front 
of a female teacher and al-
most causing a collision. The 
teacher was horrified by the 
dangerous driving performed 
by the student.

A large proportion of acci-
dents in Tasmania involve 
P plate drivers. One of the 
main reasons is due to their 
inexperience. Learner drivers 
have slower reaction times 
and can easily lose concen-
tration.
There is now the question of 
whether students are recei-
ving their licence to young 
and giving them too much 
responsibility. In Tasmania 
the required age to sit your 
learners test is 16. A new 
compulsory rule was brought 
in to force learner drivers to 
sit a practical test after just 
three months of driving to 
receive their L2’s. If the dri-
ver failed they would have 
to wait another month to 
re-sit the test. This rule was 
brought in to reduce the 
amount of teenage car ac-
cidents. This rule extended 
the time learner drivers were 
driving for because they had 

to wait a further nine months 
after getting their L2’s be-
fore sitting their provisional 
licence test. Once the provi-
sional licence is gained the 
driver can do a maximum of 
80km before getting their 
P2’s a year later where they 
can do the maximum of 
110km.
There is continuously dan-
gerous driving at the school 
which is putting both studen-
ts and members of the public 
in danger. Most of the inci-
dents reported to the school 
are from erratic and careless 
driving, not so much from 
inexperience. It’s also giving 
the school a bad reputation 
and lowering the schools 
standards.              
Tayla Bitton, referring to 
Friday‘s incident said, ‘’she is 
a maniac driver and shouldn’t 
have her licence’’.

Reckless driving behaviour came close to causing a fatal accident at Marist Regio-
nal College this week. 


