
A seventeen year old student 
from a catholic college in Burnie 
has been diagnosed with swine 
flu. Swine flu is a highly conta-
gious respiratory disease caused 
by a new stream of influenza vi-
rus that has been revived recently 
along the North West coast. Early
 afternoon Wednesday, Thomas 
Ogden began to feel lethargic 
and ache. He suspects he caught 
the virus at a horse convention in 
Warragul, Victoria. 

“I began to sweat and ache and 
my skin became very painful to 
touch.” He explained. “I had no 
prior symptoms and just believed 
I was coming down with the flu. 
I never expected it to be so seri-
ous.” The student was rushed to 
the North-West Private Hospi-
tal around 10pm last Wednesday 
night with vomiting and a severe 
fever.
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“I began to sweat
 and ache and my skin
became very 
painful to touch.”

“The skin around my mouth 
turned a bluish colour and I 
suffered from bad 
migraines. I wasn’t aware of any 
of the symptoms, and had no 
idea what was wrong.” Thomas 
said. 
Thirty-eight individuals have 
been diagnosed with the virus 
on the North-West Coast in 
the last year. Eight month old, 

Isabel Matthews tragically con-
tracted the virus late last year and 
died. 
So far she is the only fatality to be 
recorded due to the virus. Child-
ren and the elderly are the most 
vulnerable to Swine flu.

Swine flu was first detected in 
Mexico in 2006 and 
has now spread across three-
quarters of the world including  
America, Australia and Africa. 

Doctors are once again urging 
the public to familiarise 
themselves with the symptoms 
and the severity of the virus. 
The college is taking the dia-
gnosis seriously and urging any 
students who feel ill to stay at 
home and see their general 
practitioner. There is also a vast 
amount of communication with 

all students and parents about the 
virus and any further outbreaks. 


